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BACKGROUNDS Of DENTAL HISTORY 

R/ he history of dontistry 1s a part of the history of civili- 
zation--<-a small part but undoniably a voritablo and integral 

part, For this reason studonts of dontal history must certainly 

wolcouo tho appearanco of sovoral rocent works on tho history of 

fiolds which are rolated to dontistry and which furnish the por- 

spoctivo noecded to understand tho dovelopmont of dentistry fully. 


The first of olght volumes, Honrv £, Sigorist's A History of Medi- 
cino (Oxford University Pross, 1951) which deals with primitive 
medicine and tho healing arts in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, is 
such a background work for the history of dontistry. An onlight- 
ening discussion of tho Historical Approach to Medicine in the 
Introduction to this volume presents principles and problems in- 
teresting to tho historian of any of tho healing arts. 


Another work which, though further romoved from dentistry, is more 
basic in its subject matter and broader in its outlook, is Goorge 
Sarton's A History of Scilonco (Harvard Univorsity Press, 1952). 


This first volume of Gigat in the projected work covors the early 
history of the varlous sciences through tho philosophers of Groeoco.§ 
Sarton's A_Guido to the History of Scionce (Waltham, Mass., Chron- 
lea Botanica Co,, 1952) is a now work also of groat valuo, consist- 
ing largely of bibliography divided into many catogorios of the 
most useful works for tho student of the history of sciences. 


PROSPECTIVE HISTORY OF STATI: DENTAL SOCILTY 

R/ Considorablo matorial towards a history of tho Toxan Stato Don- 
tal Society, which was collected by the lato W. P. Delafiold 

of Dallas, chairman of the history comnitteec, has been prepared by 

Mrs. Delafiold and submitted to Dr. Frank M. Shultz of Dallas, tho 

present chairman ("Transactions by tho Board of Directors of the 

Texas State Dental Society," Toxas Dental Journal 71:103 March 1953 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 

B/ The Journal of tho California State Dental Association and the 
Nevada State Dental Society (29:91-95 March-April 1953) his re 

prinved from the California Historical Society Quarterly, vol, 30, 

March 1951) an account of "College of Physicians and Surgeons of 

San Vrancisco: Laying the Cornerstone in 1899" by Loren B. Taber 

and Vivian A. Prindle. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL DiNTAL SCHOOL re 

R/ An interesting account of the Dental School by F. N. Doubleday 
is included in Guy's Nospital: 1725-198, edited by Hujohn A, 

oe pi for the Guy's Hospital Gazette Committee and published in 


/ APPOLONIANA 
4 2/ Morris Mestel, a mombor of A.A.H.D., has donated his collection 
of Apolloniana to New York University Dental School. The col- 
| lection is described in an illustrated article by Helen Hlavac, in 
tho January issuo of New York University Journal of Dentistry. The 
collection consists of ovor 600 itoms, including books about Saint 
Apollonia, originals and reproductions of pictures, and other itoms,. 


In LiIntiormation Dentaire for the 19th of fobruary of this year, it 
! is noted that a work by Leopold Niepce (1883) reports a tooth bo- 
longing to Saint Apollonia was presented to a religious house in 
| Lyon, I*ranco, where it is presumably still proserved. 


MATERIAL FOR TH MISTORY OF THE GLORCIA DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
T/ Dr. Edgar Coleman, chairman of the committeo on history of the 
Goorgia Dental Association writes: 


If any momber of the association has any date rogarding any of the 
members of the Georgia State Dental Society who attended the re- 
organization meeting of the socioty, in Savannah, in December, 1869, 
the committee will appreciate having it. ‘The names of these men 
appeared in the minutes of the reorganization mecting which wero 
reproduced in tho October, 1952 issue of the Journal of tho G.D.A. 
We have just recoived extensive information on Dr. Leanuer Samuel 
Morse, 183-191), who dentistry in for 55 years; 
in Cuthbert prior to 1861, and in Forsyth after 1865. We should 
like to compile similar information with roference to the carly 
members of the Georgia State Dental society, if possible. (J. Geor- 
gia D. A. 26:20 April 1953) 


DENTISTRY ON HISTORY OF MiDICINE PROGRAM 

R/ Tho American Association of the History of Medicine held its 
annual meeting in Columbus, Ohio, April 10 to 12. Three papers 

on the history of dentistry in Ohio were presented by members of the 

profession from the state. [Edward C. Mills discussed "Dental Educa 

tion in Ohio;" Neal A. Harper reported "Contributions of Ohio Den- 

tists to Dentistry;" and Linden F. Edwards presented "High-lights 

, in the Annals of Ohio Medicine and Dentistry." 


INDIAN DENTAL CELEBRATES 25tn ANNIVERSARY 
B/ The Indian Dental Review (Bombay) has issued a celebration numbe 
(dated December 1952) commemorating the close of its 25th year oa 
publication. The number also honors the founder and editor of the 
%, Journal, Dr. M. K. Patel. Numerous special articles, mostly by lead® 
; ers in American dentistry, make up the text. Or the historical ar- § 
ticles, those of most interest to readors of the Western World aro 
the accounts of the development of dentistry in India since 1920 and 


its present status, Tho earlier periods of Indian dental history 
are not mentioned. 


EDITORIAL NOTE 


R/ Tho editor wishos to acknowledge suggostions from readers and tc 
solicit moro news items. 


